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Students
weigh in
on housing
decisions

BY ABBY PONDER

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students in Gilbert and Bates-Runner Halls are preparing for displacement next year.
Starting in fall 2015, students currently residing in Gilbert and Bates will
be shuffled around for the duration of
the academic year to accommodate
renovations in Florence Schneider
Hall, home to the Gatton Academy.
Students impacted by the changes
have mixed feelings on the subject.
Amber Fowler, a Louisville sophomore, is disappointed by the relocation.
“It kind of sucks because, I mean, I
can’t stay in (Gilbert) and I like this one
best,” she said.
Students living in the dorms in question are working to find alternative
housing both on and off campus.
Fowler stated that while living in an
apartment is appealing, it's not altogether practical for her at the moment. Instead, she intends to live in
Rodes-Harlin Hall in the fall of 2015.
Brandon Goodwin, a junior from
Hopkinsville and a resident assistant
in Bates, said that many of the students he has spoken with are more
frustrated by the situation than anything else.
However, while several students are
disappointed by the prospect of relocating buildings, some also see the
long-term benefits to the decision.
Tom Seibold, a junior from Louisville, currently lives in Bates and is an
alumnus of Gatton Academy.
“[Gatton] itself is a very nice building,” Seibold said. “The expansion of
the program will create more opportunities for more students.”
Seibold added that the building
didn’t necessarily need renovation,
though.
The arrival of more Gatton students
and the expansion of the program
will further benefit WKU’s reputation,
Seibold said. The Gatton Academy
was recently ranked as the No. 1 high
school in the U.S., according to an article issued by The Daily Beast. By expanding the building, more students
will be able to attend the school.

SEE GATTON PAGE A2
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Gary Robbins walks through his greenhouse in Morgantown, on Wednesday March 4. Robbins is an independent tomato
grower that has been supplying WKU with fresh tomatoes since December 2014. Robbins grows around 4,000 tomatoes at
one time and has been growing tomatoes for five years. "We hope to expand our growth to other plants in the future," Robbins said. HARRISON HILL/HERALD
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Local farming contributes to WKU community
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

T

he impact of the ripe, juicy tomatoes in
Fresh Food Company and Burger Studio
extends beyond the tastebuds to the local
farming community.
Gary Robbins, a local farmer who owns ATP
Greenhouse in Morgantown, said the sale of his
tomatoes to WKU improves his business, as well
as the lives of other local farming families.
"It really helps our business because it cuts our
travel cost down," he said. "It helps local farmers
to know they got a place to sell their product at a
decent price you could make a living out of.”

Robbins delivers fresh tomatoes to Downing
Student Union every Tuesday morning.
He began delivering his products in December
as part of WKU’s effort to incorporate local food
at dining venues on campus.
Robbins said WKU’s mission to partner with local famers is part of a larger national movement
toward fresh food.
"Farm to table is a growing thing in this nation," he said. "Fresher is better."
Jamie Miller, sustainability coordinator for
Aramark, said WKU also paired with three other
local farms: Chaney’s Dairy Barn, Ale-8 and Udderly Kentucky.
SEE FARMING PAGE A2

Mariah’s
closed until
further notice
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Mariah's, a Bowling Green staple since 1980, is closed for an indefinite
amount of time. It was previously located at the historic Mariah Moore
House before its move to Hitcents Park Plaza. NICK WAGNER/HERALD

More than $2 million in liens, or a claim of unpaid debt, were filed against Mills Family Realty,
Inc. last week.
The filings of the liens coincided with Mariah’s
restaurant and 643 Sports Bar, owned by Mills
Family Realty Inc., informing their customers

SEE MARIAH'S PAGE A2
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Continued from FRONT
"The way the world is changing is kind
of pushing us to go local," she said.
Miller said Udderly Kentucky was
the first partner because of its location
only five minutes from the university.
She said President Gary Ransdell advocated for the inclusion of its products
in campus food.
Ransdell said the use of local products is “practical and feasible” for
WKU.
“I encourage Aramark to use local
products when possible,” he said.
All campus convenience stores and
coffee shops feature local products,
and Fresh Food Company, JuiceBlendz and Burger Studio incorporate the
goods as well.
Miller said the campus restaurants
that are a part of major franchises do
not allow for the inclusion of local
food, so she works with the more “flexible” businesses, although it is a long

GATTON

Continued from FRONT
Seibold was originally planning to
live in Bates, but upon hearing of the
impending move, he jumped into action and secured a room in McLean
Hall.
For some students, however, the
competition to procure rooms in any
of the upperclassmen dorms proved
difficult.
“My freshman year I dropped a
class, and I haven’t made up for it yet,
so I was two credits short for being a

MARIAH'S

Continued from FRONT
Monday that the restaurants would
be closed until further notice.
Two liens were filed. A lien from Alliance Corporation, a construction
company based in Glasgow, is for
$1,880,046.57 plus interests and costs.
Alliance’s lien states the company had
entered into a contract with Mills Family Realty, Inc. in which Alliance provided “labor, materials and supplies

process.
"It does take a little bit of time to
implement these things, because they
have to have certain requirements to
be served by us, and it's a very strenuous process," she said. “It's a lot of paperwork—certain insurance policies
they must have and certain cleanliness
guidelines.”
ATP Greenhouse became the latest
addition to the group of local farms
partnered with WKU this winter.
Robbins produces 4,000 pounds of
tomatoes a week and hopes to deliver
500 to 1,000 pounds to WKU.
Miller said the quantity Robbins produces is ideal.
"Little tiny farms that can't produce 100 pounds of tomatoes a week
wouldn't be realistic for us because we
need to serve so many students and
faculty," she said.
However, buying local causes a significant increase in price.
Miller said the previous tomato
supplier charged 63 cents per pound,

junior next year,” Fowler said. “Which
means I didn’t get to register in time
to try and get into the upperclassmen
dorms.”
Ultimately, despite the collective
frustration, students remain generally
empathetic to the situation.
“I understand where they’re coming from with relocating people and
trying new things,” Fowler said. “If
you don’t try and move forward,
nothing will ever change for the better. Yeah, it sucks from the standpoint of a soon-to-be junior having
to leave a dorm that I like, but I un-

Morganfield senior Alyson Manley,
who worked at Mariah’s as a waitress
since June 2013, was very surprised
when she found out the restaurant had
closed and didn’t notice anything out
of the ordinary leading up to the closure.
“We just did not see this coming at
all,” she said.
Manley was first informed about the
closure Monday morning through a
scheduling system Mariah’s uses. The
message she received stated that the

We just did not see this coming at all.”
senior Alyson Manley
for constructing improvements” for
Hitcents Park Plaza.
A lien from D&M Electric of Bowling
Green, for $502,712.60 plus interests
and costs, asserts that the company
had entered into a contract with Mills
Family Realty Inc. for “provided labor,
materials and supplies for constructing improvements” upon Hitcents
Park Plaza.
Mariah’s and 643 Sports Bar, located in Hitcents Park Plaza, are considered a popular spot for the WKU
community and Bowling Green as a
whole.

restaurant would reopen as soon as
possible. When Manley saw several
articles written by various news media, she said the media’s interpretation of the closure was more “doomsdayish.”
“They made it sound like we were
closed for good,” she said.
Manley, who also works in the Admissions Office, is going to wait and
see if Mariah’s reopens, but said she
knows many former Mariah’s employees who have already begun looking
for new jobs.

and now ATP Greenhouse charges
$2.50.
"That's a very large growth in price,
but if the product is good quality it's
going to do better anyway, so it's kind
of like pick your poison—money or
quality," she said.
Robbins said the benefit of his tomatoes outweighs the cost.
"Local farms have to charge a little
more, especially in my situation since
I am growing in the wintertime and I
have heat, but even though my product costs a little more, the bottom line
is it's cheaper because it's fresher, it
lasts longer and there's not as much
waste," he said.
Robbins said the benefit to the community also justifies the higher cost.
"Any time you can do local it really
helps," he said. "It helps to know you
can grow and expand because you
have a market like Western."
The USDA reported in its September
agriculture and food statistics report
that in the last half-century large cor-
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porations have consolidated millions
of mid-size farms, which supported
rural communities.
This shift resulted in huge corporate
farms and many small family farms,
which do not tend to support families
as a sole source of income.
Robbins also owns Hidden Valley
Golf Course, where ATP Greenhouse
is located and operated in the winter
months, during the course’s slow season.
However, Robbins said he was raised
on a farm and would like to expand his
farming business. He said the partnership with WKU will provide the stability to do so.
Miller said food services is currently
reviewing other local farms as potential partners, such as Sunny Point Gardens in Edmonson county.
"We have our own goals as far as
growth and local purchasing just to
affect the local economy," she said.
“We’re taking small steps toward big
changes.”

[The relocation] effects a lot of people,
however I think in th long run it will
beneﬁt both Gatton and WKU.”
junior Brandon Goodwin
derstand. Am I bitter? Yes. But I understand.”
Goodwin shares the sentiment.
“[The relocation] effects a lot of people, however I think in the long run it

will benefit both Gatton and WKU,”
Goodwin said.
Brian Kuster, the executive director
of Housing and Residence Life, was
unavailable for comment.

“… That was their only source of income, so they are looking… for other
jobs just because there’s a little bit of
uncertainty about when we’ll be up
and running again,” she said.
West Palm Beach, Florida senior
Natalie Lenderman, who visited
Mariah’s a couple of times a month,
said she was “shocked” when she
heard about the closure. Lender-

man, who enjoyed Mariah’s salads,
said she won’t have to go far when
it comes to finding an eatery to replace Mariah’s.
“It’s probably going to be somewhere
close to campus,” she said.
Manley said she hopes she can go
back to work at Mariah’s soon.
“It’s just a waiting game at this point,”
she said.
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WKU to leave national education organization
BY SHELBY ROGERS

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU administration is
discontinuing its membership with the American Association of State Colleges and
Universities.
The AASCU serves as a national organization which
offers various assistance to
higher education groups, including lobbying help, grant
information and other opportunities for development.
Provost Emeritus and faculty regent Barbara Burch initially noted the change in her
notes to the last faculty senate meeting. Burch was ab-

sent from senate discussion,
but chairperson Margaret
Crowder noted the attachment had been uploaded to
the online agenda.
Burch called the decision
"short-sighted," saying the
benefits were worth the
$22,000 per year fee.
"I am proud of us as a leading American university, and
the fact is we're a comprehensive university who is
also a research university,"
she said, mentioning the categories of universities serviced by AASCU. "If we are
to be perceived as a leading
American university, I don't
understand how we can disassociate ourselves from this

group."
Burch also noted that "every other comprehensive
institution in KY, and the KY
Higher Education Commission, are active member[s]
of AASCU," according to her
senate attachment.
President Gary Ransdell
said the cut was reactive after
years of shrinking budgets
from state legislatures, cuts
that have cost WKU more
than $18 million.
"Frankly we looked at our
lists of memberships and it
was in the hundreds of thousands of dollars," he said.
"When we go through budget cut procedures, this one
failed to make the cut…"

Ransdell said the $22,000
per year price tag for membership outweighed the benefits.
"There's value to the organization," he said. "We just
question if there's $22,000
worth of value. We were just
finding other means to capture information that's important to us. With everything you look for a return on
an investment."
The AASCU's mission statement said the member colleges are "student-focused,
committed to programs and
policies that place students
at the heart of their institution," according to its website.

Both Burch and Ransdell
noted the AASCU is mostly
a "presidential organization," meaning university
presidents and officials were
typically the ones congregating at meetings and conventions. However, Ransdell said
involvement over the years
had been waning.
"We're members of other
organizations that are more
critical to our university performance and aspiration and
this was one that we just determined," Ransdell said.
Burch's senate notes mentioned
Provost
Gordon
Emslie informed her of the
changes. Emslie declined to
comment.

TUFF tackles social justice issues with new zine
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

With the goal to be “TUFF as Nails”
the Toppers United for Feminism are
going to print so they can inform the
WKU community about social issues.
“TUFF, in general, is a group that focuses on feminist issues in our community,” Justin Crenshaw, TUFF copresident and Glasgow native, said.
TUFF’s newest attempt to focus
on feminist issues and create social
change will come in the form of a
magazine. Crenshaw said the choice
to shorten the publication to “zine”
stems from the term’s history as a reference for magazine publications focused on social justice.
He said a zine was present for three
years through the Coalition of Gender
and Racial Equality, but it dissolved.
Crenshaw said a magazine would help
to build community, and students will
feel included reading articles published for students by students.
“I feel like voice is important— it ex-

presses your narrative,” he said.
One of the voices students will hear
is Greensburg sophomore Katelyn
Calhoun. However, students may have
a difficult time determining which article Calhoun has written. All authors
for the zine will be using pseudonyms.
“I think it gives you freedom to really express your opinion regardless
of how possibly radical some people
may find that,” she said.
She provided a short overview of the
articles that will be published— diversity at the Oscars, the unhealthy relationship portrayed in “50 Shades of
Grey” and self-love.
The articles are part of an initiative to ensure the publication doesn’t
take on a solely feminist perspective.
Louisville junior Erin Miller said that
while the zine is published by TUFF,
they will move away from writing exclusively about feminist issues.
“The word feminist kind of deters a
lot of people, unfortunately,” she said.
Miller is involved with coordinating
submissions for the zine and said the
first issue will serve mainly as a call for

People have to know what’s going on
before a problem can be solved.”
- Justin Crenshaw, TUFF Co-President
future submissions while gauging the
overall success of the paper publication.
While TUFF begins their new endeavor, all three were in agreement
that the biggest picture for the zine
was centered on education and discussion building.
“We want to present the information
as openly as possible and create discussion around these topics,” Miller
said.
Calhoun said that students aren’t
often exposed to feminist and social
justice viewpoints until they reach the
collegiate level. She hopes students
will have an open mind about topics
they may have never considered.
“I think education is really a prime
concern,” she said.

Apart from education, Crenshaw
hopes to build coalition and community among students, creating an
open forum for the issues in the zine.
He said a big point for the zine would
be allowing students to talk about social issues and to be progressive regarding them.
“People have to know what’s going
on before a problem can be solved,”
Crenshaw said.
“TUFF as Nails” will be published
the first and third Wednesday of every
month, starting the week after spring
break. Copies can be found at the
Gender and Women's Studies house
and the Institute for Citizenship and
Social Responsibility in Tate Page
Hall. Submissions can be emailed to
wkutuff@gmail.com.

New social media website being explored at WKU
BY ABBY PONDER

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Over the last decade, social
media presence on WKU’s
campus has progressively
increased, and now there
is a potential addition to
the rosters—and students’
phones—named
Campus
Bubble.
The site was designed by
students at Emory University
in Atlanta, with the intent
of providing a social media
experience specifically for
campus life, according to
Spencer Barkoff, Campus
Bubble’s CEO.
“Facebook is for our social
lives and LinkedIn is for our
professional lives, but there
isn’t really a place for [students] to connect in an academic setting,” Barkoff said.
Campus
Bubble
ap-

proached the Student Government Association with a
demo, said Nolan Miles, the
executive vice president of
SGA.
The concept of the site is
to bring students, faculty
and alumni together on one
shared platform.
As the name would suggest,
Campus Bubble offers its
users a variety of “bubbles”
to join within the university. Each bubble belongs to
a group or organization on
campus where students are
able to follow posts and stay
updated on events and deadlines.
Barkoff believes prospective and incoming freshmen
can also benefit from using
the site because it introduces
them to the community atmosphere prior to their arrival.
The website is designed to

connect students and faculty— past, present and future.
“[Campus Bubble] is specifically tailored to our
university,” Miles said. “It’s
even related to alumni; it’s
not just for students.”
Additionally,
organizations and clubs on campus wouldn’t have to worry
about maintaining yet another site.
“[The bubbles] are linked
to existing social media,”
Miles said. “It’s kind of like
a hub, so if someone posts
to their Facebook it will also
post in the Campus Bubble.
All the students would have
to do would be to check their
Campus Bubble to see everything.”
According to Barkoff, the
bubbles include centralized
calendars and push notifications to keep students aware.
Currently, the site is still in

its trial run, Miles said. SGA
has not committed to officially pursuing the site.
“This semester is just dedicated to educating students
about it,” Miles said.
Joanna Phillips-Melancon,
associate professor of marketing, teaches social media
marketing classes at WKU.
She said the success of new
social media sites depends
on two factors.
“I think it’s about the timing and the benefit,” PhillipsMelancon said. “Whether it
succeeds or not is all going to
depend on the student body.
If the value is there and their
friends are there, I think it
might centralize things.”
While social media is popular on college campuses,
it is also has a pronounced
presence in the job market,
according to Phillips-Melancon.

Sites like Facebook and
Twitter, along with LinkedIn,
can be critical in a student’s
professional development.
“I do a lot of research about
[this area], and employers, a
lot of times, if they can’t find
you on social media, it’s almost as damaging as if they
find bad things,” PhillipsMelancon said. “I think that’s
the value of social media to
employers. They can get a
feel for who you are. At the
end of the day, you want
someone that you’re going to
like working with and is going to do a good job and work
hard, but is also nice to work
across the hall from.”
Ultimately, Campus Bubble’s permanent residence
at WKU depends on student
input.
Students can explore Campus Bubble’s demo run at
wku.campusbubble.com/.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

CHECKING UP

Stressful lives
drive students
to extremes
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM

Smoke
&Mirrors:

Cigarettes aren’t worth nostalgic perks
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM

Smoking isn’t just
an addiction, habit or
lifestyle. It’s a hefty ball
and chain that’s always attached to your
JACOB
fingers and lungs.
I smoked from the
PARKER
age of 15 to a few
months after I turned 21. At roughly
a pack a day, at 20 cigarettes per pack,
I inhaled somewhere around 43,800
cigarettes—not including leap years
or the nights I was too drunk to care
or remember how much I smoked.
At roughly $5 a pack, since I rarely
smoked cheap tobacco, I spent an estimated $10,950—also not including
leap years, drunk nights or the cost of
innumerable lost lighters.
Seeing that typed out in front of my
computer screen feels incredibly shitty—the things I could’ve done with
that money! Sure, I couldn’t vacation
in Rome and have Italian men feed me
grapes or anything. But $10,000 could
buy me a pretty slick outfit from Bergdorf Goodman and an expensive spa
day. I have to take a moment.

Whew—okay! The purpose of this
isn’t meant to sound preachy. Or at
least, only a little preachy. With the
smoking task force, we all need to get
used to the new adjustments on campus for better or worse.
Personally, it’s easily the most regrettable decision I have ever made. Don’t
get me wrong though— I LOVED cigarettes. Even still, after 121 days having
not bought a pack, I have an intense
passion and desire for a long and
harsh drag of a Marlboro Red 100.
It’s ridiculous how delicious cigarettes are. The “morning” cigarette.
The “after food” cigarette. The “I’m
driving” cigarette. The “I’m so pissed
off I just need to smoke” cigarette. The
“social” cigarette. The list goes on and
on.
It’s also ridiculous how many poisons
are in them, and how tired it makes
you. Personally, I was most disgusted
by the dark mucus and occasional
blood that was speckled in my sink after morning hacking fits. As a smoker
though, I had the “hand me a cancer
stick” mind-set. I knew how vile they
were, but the nostalgia and the addiction kept me from giving it up.
I think my body just got to a point

where it couldn’t take anymore. This
behemoth of a hill we’ve built the university on was nothing but a kick in
the lung every day. Then again, so was
walking up a flight of stairs. I felt like
shit all of the time, even when I was
fine.
Finally, I just quit and tried another
alternative. I’m still hooked on my
vaporizer, or “e-cig”— whatever you
want to call it, it’s not the same. But it
works.
I’ll take a puff of a cigarette every
once in awhile and it’s a quick reminder of why I gave it up. Now that I’m so
far out, the toxins and poisons send
me into an instant sickness.
If you want to smoke cigarettes, by all
means, do your thing honey-boo. This
is a merely a call to awareness. Awareness concerning your own health, the
health of the community and the other known potential impacts of smoking on both.
The stench really is bad though, you
can’t argue that. I never noticed how
bad my closet smelled until I quit, and
it’s like Febreeze only makes the scent
more stale. I can only imagine what
my breath must have been like.

Today’s college students
endure a significant amount
of stress dealing with classes, sororities or fraternities,
work, relationships and othMORGAN er extra curricular activities.
PROFUMO It is hard to keep up with our
busy lives and still maintain
momentum.
Checking Up:
There are several things
Conscious
that we, as college students,
choices for
have a tendency to turn to
better living for help staying alert—coffee, energy drinks and, unfortunately, popping an Adderall.
The pressure placed upon college students to maintain perfection can be overbearing, contributing to dependency on
illegal prescriptions.
According to a article published by the National Center for Biotechnology Information, Adderall is the second most common
stimulant abused by college students in the
United States, falling right behind marijuana.
Concerning the use of Adderall on
WKU’s campus, biology advisor Cassandra
Cantrell, who has a master’s degree in science, said the health effects are concerning.
“It’s kind of scary because they’re taking a
prescription medication that isn’t going to
have the same impact on them as it would
on someone who does have ADHD,” she
said.
“There are a lot of consequences and impacts that we are not aware of. I would be
concerned about the health effects and the
fact that they could have adverse outcomes,
such as heart palpitations or seizures.”
The students who are illegally taking Adderall seem to be more concerned with
the effects that the drug will have on their
grades than their bodies. However, studies aren’t the only thing driving students to
acquire this medication. It is also known as
a party drug due to the euphoria that gives
a false sense of heroism. Mixing Adderall
(a stimulant) with alcohol (a depressant)
can result in cardiac arrest or even death.
Even students who are prescribed Adderall
should watch their alcohol consumption.
The consequences of obtaining Adderall
illegally are not worth the benefit. Adderall is a Schedule II substance on the Drug
Enforcement Agency’s list, positioned next
to meth, morphine and cocaine. There are
several alternatives that students can turn
to in order to give them euphoria similar to
Adderall.
Coffee, although not very healthy due
to the high amounts of caffeine, is a better
substitute for Adderall. Taking a break and
getting some sleep at night instead of cramming for an exam can ultimately give you
the energy to get through the next day.

NOT YOUR TYPICAL WOMAN

'Broad City' tackles issues in youth culture
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.
COM

WILL
HYDE
Not Your
Typical
Woman:
Leading ladies
with super
powers

“Broad City,” a relatively new comedy in its
second season, centers
on Ilana and Abbi’s adventures in New York as
they deal with issues and
concerns of adults in
their early twenties.
Despite the clichéd
plot line of trials in young
adulthood, “Broad City”
adds a modern angle.
The girls bring casual
drug use, unreliable jobs

and a sense of instability relatable to freshly graduated 20-year-olds. The two add a
layer of honesty that other comedies miss
when dealing with youth culture.
Ilana Glazer and Abbi Jacobson, both
self described feminists, parody the lazy
and party-focused culture that is pervasive in America’s college crowds. The girls
represent a poor-student class of young
people breaking out of childhood to find
identity in a harsh and chaotic world.
Ilana, who is perpetually selfish, seems
to take center stage in the series’ layout.
She often dictates the direction of the
show, coaxing her cautious best friend
Abbi into unfortunate or ill-planned situations. Ilana’s character is a direct reflection
to the instant gratification and unapologetic ego inherent in millennials.
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Her oblivious persona and inability to
abide by social customs follows on the
heels of a generation that has thoroughly
abandoned tradition.
Back in 2009, Ilana and Abbi started an
online series and grew successful via self
promotion and talent. They caught the eye
of major networks in the following years
and with the mentorship of Amy Poehler,
the two women transferred their show to
Comedy Central.
Though “Broad City” isn’t necessarily a
pro-feminist show, the series does center
on the female perspective of dismissive,
distracted youth on the cusp of adulthood.
The two women face issues relatable
to young adults as they face a shaky job
market, expensive housing and overpopulated cities. Ilana and Abbi aren’t the best

role models for appropriate or successful women in New York, but the actresses
display a social awareness and complex
satirical talent obvious in the writing of the
show.
Though they offer little insight on wading through sexism in the modern era, the
two comment on young women dealing
with contemporary issues found only in
youth culture. They ignore social hurdles
unique to their gender and instead tackle
ones universal to those in their 20s. In this
way, “Broad City” uses the female voice
to illuminate class-based struggles—expanding their female perspective to address issues plaguing everyone in their age
group.
“Broad City” airs, Wednesdays on Comedy Central at 9:30 p.m CT.

Zach Tatoian
Ad Manager

VOICE YOUR OPINION

CONTACT US

Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com

Molly English
Sales Manager

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone
number, home town and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.

Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

Carrie Pratt
Herald adviser
Jason Thompson
Advertising adviser
Chuck Clark
Student Publications
Director

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The first
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.

MARCH 5, 2015

WKUHERALD.COM

THE FUN PAGE

A5

or gram
7 “__. Doubtfire”
10 Actor on
“Nashville”
11 Actress Berry
12 Prefix for night or
wife
13 Melinda __;
role on “Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D.”
15 Word used as mock
fanfare to call attention
to something
17 Actor __ Chaney, Jr.
19 __ on; feel
confident about
20 Daughter on
“Everybody Loves
Raymond”
22 Actress Sommer
23 “About __”; innie
Driver series
25 __ Sciuto; role on
“NCIS”
26 “__ Race”; Whoopi
Goldberg movie
27 Ridiculous
30 Two-by-four
31 Curry or Cusack
33 “The Main __”;
movie for Barbra
Streisand
34 Primary care
doctors, usually
36 IRS agents
37 “To __ with Love”;
Woody Allen film
39 Mailman’s beat:
abbr.
40 Natalie Cole’s dad

ACROSS
1 Pitt or Garrett
5 Role on “Cheers”
8 Johnny Carson’s
replacement
9 Freshwater game fish
12 “Perry __”
13 Four-time Academy
Award nominee __
Mason
14 Talk show host Don
__
15 Tortilla, when fried,
filled & folded
16 “Up __ Night”

18 German article
19 Comic actress
Martha __
20 Woody Guthrie’s
son
21 “The Donna __
Show”
23 Steve or Gracie
24 “Queen of Jazz”
25 Up to the task
26 Fred Mertz’s tenant
28 “Bad __”; Will
Smith movie
29 Opening bet
30 “Million Dollar

__”; film for Hilary
Swank
32 Brain wave test, for
short
35 Skater __ Babilonia
36 Actor Danza
37 Letters on an
invitation
38 __ Fell of “The
Ropers”
40 Memos
41 “__ the Dragon”;
Bruce Lee film
42 Sherman Hemsley
sitcom

43 “This Is the __”;
James Franco movie
44 Camper’s shelter
DOWN
1 “__ It on Rio”;
Michael Caine film
2 Omar Epps fantasy
drama series
3 Years in Mexico
4 Rickles or Ameche
5 “Star Trek: Deep __
Nine”
6 Prefix for dynamics

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE:
Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

SUDOKU

HELP WANTED
City of Bowling Green
SPECIAL POPULATIONS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department - Special Populations
Assists, plans, and instructs classes, sports, and fitness for
children and Senior citizen population. Serves as coach
and assists with coordination of Special Olympics/Adult
Athletic Team. High School diploma (or GED) required
with a minimum of two years of college course work
in Therapeutic Recreation (or related). CPR, First Aid
certifications and CDL license required (or ability to obtain),
with good driving record. SALARY: $31,880/yr ($15.32/
hr) plus excellent benefit package. HOURS: 40 hours per
week, evening and weekend work required.
Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling
Green. Application Deadline: Friday, March 13, 2015.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Verdi Restaurant Downtown BG is
looking for experienced servers. If you
would like working in a fine dining
environment apply in person at
410 E. Main Street, Downtown BG.

City of Bowling Green
SUMMER AQUATICS
Applications are currently being accepted for the
following Parks and Recreation Aquatics positions
for the Sims Aquatic Center. Hours, salaries, and job
requirements will vary depending upon position.
Pool Attendant I & II
Pool Lifeguards
Swim Instructors
Concession/Admission
Manager

Recreation Staff Assistant I
Pool Manager
Assistant Pool Manager
Laborer

Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall,
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Ashley Dudley (not pictured) allows Mckenzie, 3, and Parker, 1, to have natural hair because she wants them to embrace themselves. "I will let them choose once I feel
they're old enough to make a decision," said Dudley, mother to Mckenzie and Parker, "I think they have beautiful hair, and I want them to love and embrace it. But I'm not
natural, and I love my relaxed hair as well." BRIA GRANVILLE/HERALD
TOP RIGHT: Elizabethtown graduate
student Andrea
Daniels never
straightened her hair
with relaxer until arriving at college, but
after two years she
missed her curly hair.
She recently started
her own business
focusing on natural
hair product reviews
and tutorials showing newly natural
women how to do
their hair. "For me,
being natural wasn’t
just about my hair.
I wanted my curls
back, but I wanted
to grow and change
and embrace who I
was as a female over
a period of time.
It started with my
hair, but if you want
healthy hair you
have to, like, eat better. It’s little things
that you do to get
better results, and
so I think it’s bigger
than just hair."
TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

I'm AS

FREE
As My

HAIR

ABOVE: Phaedra Bailey has been
growing out her locks for six years. She
makes sure to call them locks because
"there's nothing dreadful about them.”
For Bailey, her locks have grown with
her through the good times and the
bad––she has even affectionately
given a few locks names. BRIA GRAN-

VILLE/HERALD

LEFT: Lexingon senior Isaac Edmonds
has grown his dreads for 10 years. In
spite of media stereotyping black men
with dreads as drug users or delinquents, Edmonds is opposed to cutting his hair to fit society’s standards.
"Because society says, because of the
media, African American males do
this, that, one thing or the other. And
in order to make it in the real world,
my mom, she said you might have to
decide to cut them off, and I told her
I really don’t want to sell myself to
society just because of that stereotype
that black men with dreads have." BRIA

GRANVILLE/HERALD
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Author, teacher and critically acclaimed theatre performer Sheri
Sanders (left) assists Louisville senior
Tristan Milburn, during her "Rock the
Audition" masterclass, Tuesday, March
3 in the Fine Arts Center Recital Hall.
The class is intended to teach and
inform students how to better prepare
for a rock musical audition rather than
traditional musical theatre. "She does
a great job of throwing you into context of the time period in which you're
singing." Milburn said. "She definitely
gives you a lot of confidence."
LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
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POP,

LOCK &

REHEARSE IT

Students learn pop-rock musicals
BY ANDREW HENDERSON

In response, Sanders wrote her book

Several students from Vieth’s class

and began offering workshops on how to

performed during the workshop. Students

prepare for this rising of pop-rock musicals.

were assigned a style of music from the pop-

The workshops started in 2004 in NewYork

rock genre, such as soul or disco, which they

City, and she said three years ago, she took

would then research and perform during

Fine Arts Recital Hall as students attended a

to the road to present her workshops to

the workshop. Abby Kohake, a Florence

masterclass hosted by Sheri Sanders.

college campuses. WKU is the 41st school

junior, was one of those students.

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

And five, six. seve, eight. Pitches were
raised several octaves and disco dance
moves were thrown down onTuesday in the

Sanders is the author of “Rock the

Sanders has visited.

Kohake performed “The Main Event/

Audition: How to Prepare For and Get

Visiting assistant professor Bradley Vieth

The Fight” by Barbra Streisand. Kohake

Cast in Rock Musicals.” Sanders said she

organized the event. Vieth said he has

said the first time she performed it, she

wrote the book to address a problem in the

known Sanders through working together.

was portraying having fun and trying

musical theater community.

When Sanders began her workshops,Vieth

to get others to join. As she went on,

saw it as an opportunity for his students to

Sanders gave her different perspectives

gain crucial insight.

to try with the piece such as having

“There is a crisis in the musical theater
community in that all the musicals
were turning into rock musicals, but

“I think, more than even benefitting

everybody was trained in legit musical

from it, I think it’s absolutely essential in

theater,” she said.

the musical theater world,” Vieth said.

Kohake imitate a drag queen or a nun
from “Sister Act”.

SEE POP ROCK PAGE B2

IdeaFestival
coming to
Bowling Green
BY MADISON MARTIN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The second annual IdeaFestival
Bowling Green, a TED Talks-esque
speaker series created to nurture the
spread of ideas, will take place Friday,
March 20 on WKU’s campus.
As Josh Raymer, Innovate Kentucky’s
executive administrator and WKU
alumnus, said, “It all revolves around
the same concept that ideas are powerful. They’re meaningful. They’re better when they’re shared…”
Innovate Kentucky is a recently-created program funded through a grant
from the James Graham Brown Foundation in Louisville. The Center for
Gifted Studies, Gatton Academy and
the Honors College came together to
write a proposal that would further
interest in the science, technology,
engineering and mathematic (STEM)
disciplines, through creativity and innovation. One of the aspects of the
grant was to host an annual speaker
series.
“We want to create the atmosphere
in Bowling Green that this is a wonderful place to come with ideas,” said
Julia Roberts, Mahurin professor of
Gifted Studies and executive director
of both Gifted Studies and the Gatton
Academy.
IdeaFestival is based off of the original Louisville program created by Kris
Kimel, co-founder of the Kentucky

SEE IDEAFESTIVAL PAGE B2

BG EATS

Osaka Sushi Train is a novelty with substance
OPINION @WKUHERALD.COM

JOHN
GREER
BG EATS:
Weekly guide
to the BG
restaurant
scene

For providing cheap sushi in a
slightly chaotic and untraditional
setting, Osaka Sushi Train makes for
a singularly interesting experience.
The central concept and most interesting aspect of Osaka Sushi Train
is the conveyor belt system. Small
plates snake slowly throughout the
restaurant along this mechanical
pathway. Instead of ordering off the
menu, which is still an option, customers are free to swipe plates directly off the conveyor belt. Coupled with
the more ornate, traditional Japanese
art lining the walls, it creates a weird
pseudo modern urban vibe.
As if to further complicate this
theme, an eclectic mix of American

pop buzzes through the speakers. Do
not be surprised if you hear Lady Gaga
and Michael Jackson back-to-back.
The novelty is initially exciting. Depending on the quality of the food, it
could wear out quickly. Fortunately,
Osaka Sushi Train does enough to
ensure that the conceit does not devolve into novelty without substance.
On a general level, the sushi often seemed hastily constructed.
Little odds and ends of rice stuck
out from the sushi pieces. They did
not look particularly uniform. The
overstuffed pieces of sushi were
also liable to be falling apart on occasion.
Sushi Train offers a diverse selection

SEE BG EATS PAGE B2

A shrimp tempura roll on display at Osaka Sushi Train just off Scottsville Road in Bowling Green. Osaka offers a daily lunch special from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in which
customers can purchase an all you can eat buffet of freshly prepared sushi and assorted desserts for only $10.
LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
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Students live together to address community issues
BY ANDREW HENDERSON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While some students strive to create
community by having hallway conversations, four students are working and
living together to improve the WKU
community.
Ihyauszz Cole, Kristina Downing,
Nneka Nwosisi and Kurtis Spears are
the four students who lived at the $100
Solution Living Learning Community
House, which opened last fall semester. The $100 Solution House was developed in conjunction with The $100
Solution and WKU Department of

POP ROCK
Continued from LIFE

“The freedom one has when
auditioning for a pop-rock musical
is different than the freedom of
expression you have in legit musical
theater,” she said.
The students not performing
on stage, sitting attentively in the
audience, also learned from the

BG EATS

Continued from LIFE
selection of sushi, including dependable classics like the California roll and
the spicy crab roll. The flavor of the
crab was not strong, nor did the rice
convey any hint of vinegar.
Both were perfectly pleasant
though, with the fattiness of the avocado in the California roll and the
mayonnaise in the spicy crab sup-

IDEAFESTIVAL

Continued from LIFE

Science and Technology Corporation. Ten speakers from various disciplines will speak in four different
sessions throughout the day. The
event will feature one 90-minute
speech by keynote speaker and associate professor of geography, John
All.
All had a near-death experience in
the Himalayas last May, when he fell
70 feet down a crevasse and climbed
out by himself after breaking 15
bones (six of them being vertebrae),
among other injuries.
“He’s gonna be talking about how his
preparation met a moment of need,
and that’s what allowed him to survive,”
Raymer said.
Nine other speakers’ talks will be
split up into three sessions, each being
about 20 minutes in length. The talks
are interdisciplinary in nature, but altogether center on the cause for entrepreneurship and innovation.
Visual and performing arts will also be
present throughout the session. Committee member and artist/curator Andee Rudloff will be heading another collaborative mural creation like last year.
Rudloff paints an outline with a black
ink and paint mixture. Festival goers are
able to paint within the lines to finish
the mural by the end of the day.
“We found that (participants) really
like interactive opportunities,” she said.

Housing and Residence Life.
Lauren Cunningham, ALIVE Center
Community Engagement coordinator,
said about one year ago HRL and the
ALIVE Center discussed a piece of property they had acquired.
Talk surrounded whether to use the
space for apartment housing among other uses. Cunningham came into the issue
wanting to establish a themed house for
living, learning and community.
The $100 Solution is a service learning model used at WKU through the
ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships. Bernard Strenecky, WKU
scholar in residence, founded the program. Strenecky said he created The

$100 Solution with the goal in mind
that when a student goes to university
it should be their duty to give back to
the community.
“We have a responsibility to give
back,” he said.
Strenecky said by using formal
methodology and by giving students
a small amount of money, problem
solving can take place. He said students living in the house have made
the conscious effort to give back to
the WKU community as they act in
the role of living the idea of giving
back.
“What can they do to make, with the
$100, WKU a better place to live and a

better place to learn,” he said
Cunningham said that the house
helps to emphasize the goal of The
$100 Solution. She said students live
in the house with a graduate assistant
and work on projects together to determine community needs. The students
work on a group project and individual
projects that utilize their academic disciplines.
“They are currently working on one
group project this semester,” she said.
The $100 Solution House is located
on Chestnut Street. They are currently accepting applications for
three open student slots for next semester.

comments Sanders made on the
performances.
“I’ve never been to a workshop like
that before,” said Somerset freshmen
Mason Stevens.
Stevens said he caught word of the event
when he heard talk of it as concerning
auditions for modern musicals. He
said that while the performances were
happening he was diligently taking notes
over the styles used and the corrections

Sanders gave the performers.
“It was interesting. The first
time that they would do their
performances I would think, ‘Oh,
that was really good’, but then
she (Sanders) would stop them at
the end and brought up all these
corrections,” he said.
Kohkae said that she learned from the
criticisms she received from Sanders.
She said that in traditional musical

theater performers are given a story,
but in pop-rock performers have to
learn to create the story for themselves.
The lesson Kohake took away from
“Rock the Audition” is one that Sanders
hopes all her students take away from
her workshops.
“The hope is that they actually study
the style, get a great song, rehearse,
research the show, audition and then
book it,” Sanders said.

plying an element of needed creaminess. Use a dash of soy sauce and dab
of bright green wasabi to balance out
the flavors.
Surprisingly, Sushi Train also includes nigiri on its conveyor belt. Nigiri consists of a slab of raw fish layered
over vinegar rice. The crab nigiri came
with an elongated crab stick and rice
tied together cleanly with nori, a toasted seaweed.
Nigiri is supposed to be a delicate

dish, so those desiring stronger flavors
should venture elsewhere. But a little
umami from the soy sauce and horseradish spiciness of the wasabi made for
a very savory bite.
The appropriately named Gold
Brick, a layered rectangular slab colored with a golden sauce, fell apart
very easily. Still, its’ unabashed richness and strong flavors make for a
refreshing bite between more subtle
sushi rolls.

Also of note, the pricing works like a
color-coordinated tier system. Prices
range from $1 to $3 dollars. Plates are
priced according to their color.
There is one clear time to visit Sushi Train for cheap college students.
From 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Sushi
Train offers all-you-can eat sushi for
$10. That is a great deal, but be careful
lest you overfill (Warning: it is really
easy to do).

For this year’s 8-by-32 mural, participants, mainly younger students, are submitting icons and symbols related to the
program’s theme. Rudloff will compile
them into the black-outlined picture.
Along with this mural, two artists’
work will be displayed, as well as popup improv hosted by two WKU faculty.
Fifth and sixth graders from the Warren County Public Schools 212˚ Academy are contributing by creating cube
towers for the set design of the stage. A
Maker Mobile will be stationed in front
of Bates-Runner Hall, where participants can utilize an RV full of tools to
create and build using their supplies.
This year is different than the last in
that the session is free to WKU students;
the event is for the whole community
and all ages, but students are especially
encouraged to check out the program.
“Students, it’s such an important audience, because that age is the perfect
age to hear the messages that these
speakers have,” Raymer said.
Everyone who has been involved in the
festival, whether by speaking or planning or doing both, believes in the approach of highlighting the many different ways that people can be innovative
within most any discipline. The goal is to
help Bowling Green grow with cuttingedge businesses and build on all its possibilities.
“We want Bowling Green to be this
Mecca for idea-people, people who are
excited and celebrate ideas,” Raymer said.
“You want to find ways to better your

Wkuherald.com
WKu's no. 1 source
for campus news

@wkuherald

@wkuherald

wkuherald

He’s gonna be talking about how his
preparation met a moment of need, and
that’s what allowed him to survive."
Josh Raymer, Innovate Kentucky’s executive
administrator and WKU alumnus
city, to give back to your community,”
he said, “and so I’m trying to do that in
a small part through IdeaFestival, by

making it really a reflection of Bowling
Green’s creative potential, and the potential of Kentucky as a state.”
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Important weekend for WKU as Ohio State comes to town
BY JOHN REECER

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
This weekend, the Hilltoppers will play a series against
Ohio State at Nick Denes
Field with the first game of the
three-game series slated to
start at 3:00 p.m. on Friday.
The Hilltoppers (6-5) are
coming off a four-game winning streak highlighted by a
series sweep of Southern Illinois. The Buckeyes (5-4) re-

cently dropped games against
Conference USA foes Florida
Atlantic and UAB.
“They play hard, and they
are going to do some little
things to get some runs,” Head
Coach Matt Myers said. “However, it’s stuff that we are familiar with seeing.”
For the Hilltoppers, the play
of junior outfielder Anderson
Miller has been solid on the
season, earning last week’s
Conference-USA
Co-hitter

of the Week Award. Miller is
currently batting .343 with 10
runs, eight RBI, 25 total bases,
two triples and two home runs
through eleven games.
“It’s a big name opponent
coming in to play us, and we
are going to take pride in protecting our home field,” Miller
said. “It will be a lot like when
Illinois came in here last year
and we were able to get the
sweep, so we will be ready to
go.”

One of the core strengths for
the Buckeyes will be the team’s
experience as most of the
starting lineup for the Buckeyes are returners.
Myers said that this Buckeye
team reminds him of WKU
because they return so many
players that saw significant
action last year.
Ohio State will field an impressive pitching staff this
weekend as the current team
ERA sits at 3.62.

However, the Buckeyes
weakness is at the plate as junior infielder Craig Nennig is
the only starter on the team
that is currently batting over
.300.
There are seven players doing so for the Hilltoppers.
“It’s going to be a great series
with a good Big-10 team coming down,” Myers said. “I married into an Ohio State family,
so I really do want to win this
series.”

MEN'S BASKETBALL

WKU sophomore
guard Kendall
Noble (12) converts a contested
layup against two
MTSU defenders,
Saturday, Feb. 21
at Diddle Arena.
WKU would go on
to defeat conference rival MTSU in
a game that went
down to the final
buzzer by a score
of 63-60 LUKE

Continued from sports

spurts and Head Coach Ray Harper
knows what it's like to be the underdog going into the month of
March—it's just about putting it all
together at the right time.
"On the road, it's all about mental
toughness," Harper said. "You have
to take care of the basketball ... Hopefully, we can have three good days of
practice leading into the Charlotte
game. You want to be playing your
best basketball right now. We've had
lots of opportunities, and once again
we control our own destiny."

FRANKE/HERALD

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from sports

underwent a 13-win improvement to
notch a 22-11 record and has rattled
off an at least 20-win season since she
joined the program.
“I never would have guessed from
my freshman year that we would have
made it to where we are now so quickly,” Govan said. “Coach Heard came in
that first year—changed everybody’s
mentality and really changed the program. Now we are sitting here.”
Clark-Heard’s guidance was paramount to the success of the team as
well as the development of the three
current seniors.
Gooch, Govan and Johnson have
combined for 1,074 of the Lady Toppers 2,241 total points this season. The
starting lineup of Gooch, Govan, Johnson, Kendall Noble and Micah Jones
have netted 1,651 points this season,
and the senior trio has accounted for
65 percent of that output.
Gooch leads the Lady Toppers in

points (490) and the starting lineup in
field goal percentage at .506. Between
C-USA Player of the Week honors, AllAmerican candidacy and being named
to the Naismith trophy watch list— her
899 minutes played this season has
been topped only by junior Kendall
Noble with 920.
“Chastity is more of an on-court
(leader). She brings a lot of that on the
floor just by playing hard all the time,”
Clark-Heard said. “But, everybody
loves Chastity Gooch off the floor…
they are all like sisters, but everybody
loves being around her all the time.”
Senior captain Alexis Govan is second in Lady Topper scoring this season
with 456 points, but holds the same
points per game average as Gooch of
16.9.

The vocal leader of the team on and
off the floor, Clark-Heard maintains
Govan’s assets extend far beyond her
physical and athletic abilities.
“The first year I was hear I kind of
poked and pushed Alexis into the captain’s role,” Clark-Heard said. “Because
I have seen it in her from day one when
I stepped on campus. I think what she
has done is tried to pass that along to
other people… I think she will pass
down that leadership role.”
Ileana Johnson has started 23 of the
Lady Toppers’ 29 games on the season,
tallying 573 minutes on the floor in
her senior campaign. She has become
much more active in the Lady Topper
offense in her senior season. Of her 269
career points, 128 have come in her final season on the Hill.

“Ileana… I’m just so proud of her.
She battled her way into the starting
lineup—she always had the talent to
be,” Clark-Heard said. “She is just an
incredible student and an incredible
student of the game.”
Before senior night takes off, the Lady
Toppers play Charlotte on Thursday.
The contest pits WKU (25-4, 14-2 in
C-USA) against Charlotte (13-15, 9-7),
who the Lady Toppers already defeated away from Diddle Arena 76-61 on
Jan. 8.
Saturday’s contest against Old Dominion (17-10, 10-6 in C-USA) will
close out the Lady Topper inaugural
C-USA season. In their last meeting at
Norfolk, Virginia on Jan. 10, the Lady
Toppers dished out a commanding 7660 victory.

The Right to Live
www.wkutalisman.com/ferguson

Check out the Talisman’s first digital story.
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SPORTS

» Baseball: Wednesday's game against Austin Peay was
postponed as the Hilltoppers get ready to welcome Ohio State
into Bowling Green for a three-game series. Read more online at
WKUHerald.com and follow us on Twitter @WKUHeraldSports

SOFTBALL

WKU expects
to open first
home series
this weekend
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

END
IN
SIGHT
Senior Night set to close out inaugural C-USA season
BY JONAH PHILLIPS

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Saturday’s Lady Topper basketball
game against Old Dominion will be
senior night, with the careers of Chastity Gooch, Alexis Govan and Ileana
Johnson all being celebrated during
the matchup.

Along with the festivities, WKU has a
chance to win the C-USA regular season title outright (they currently hold
a portion of it with Southern Miss and
UAB), needing just one win in their final two contests to do so.
This senior class has the unique
experience of being the only players

left that saw the integration of Head
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard into the
WKU women’s basketball program.
Their freshman season (2011-12)
under the coaching of Mary TaylorCowles, the team went 10-21. Upon
the arrival of Clark-Heard, the team

SEE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
PAGE B3

Seniors guard/forward Alexis Govan, guard Ileana Johnson, and forward Chastity Gooch will enter the final week of the regular season when they face Charlotte, Thursday, March 5. AARON M. SPRECHER/PROVIDED BY WKU ATHLETICS

WKU’s softball team will play three
home-opening games against Louisiana Tech this weekend, weather permitting. This three-game series will
be the first for the Lady Toppers in the
Conference USA.
This past weekend, WKU won two
shutouts against Akron and Dayton.
The games were played in and were
alternative games to those that were
originally scheduled.
The games were not canceled, Coach
Amy Tudor said that they just found a
different tournament to play in.
So far this season, the weather has
been a challenge to the softball team.
The series of games this weekend
have been rescheduled from Saturday, March 7 to Sunday and Monday,
March 8 and 9, due to the incoming
winter weather advisory.
“Going almost two weeks without
games has been tough,” said outfielder Shawna Sadler, “but I expect us to
come out, hit the ball like we can and
win the game.”
They have been forced to practice at
the indoor hitting facility, but despite
this they have managed to keep up
their spirits and pull out strong performances.
“Our expectations stay the same.
They’ve kept a good attitude about it,
and we expect to win,” Tudor said.
For those that cannot make it to
the home games, due to weather or
other impediments, the games will be
broadcast on wkusports.tv.

MEN'S BASKETBALLL

Hilltoppers look for two wins in final stages of season
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU basketball team
plays its final two regular season games later this week
against Charlotte and Old
Dominion. Despite boasting
an 18-10 overall record with
an 11-5 mark in league play,
the Hilltoppers’ postseason
fate is still
Next game
a mystery
thursday, march 5
as they are
6 p.m.
tied
for
VS. charlotte
third place
@ halton arena
in Conference USA
with Old Dominion and UTEP.
Expectations have shifted
multiple times throughout the
season.
In November, WKU played
six non-conference road
games and preseason National Invitation tournaments to
sit at 3-3. The team had yet to
establish itself.
In December and January,
the Hilltoppers found their
stride.
The transition from 2014
to 2015 saw WKU rattle off a
season-high nine-game winning streak and a close defeat
to then No. 4 ranked Louisville. Seniors George Fant and
TJ Price's saw a spike in production as well—Fant with
eight straight double-double
performances and Price leading C-USA in scoring from beyond the arc.

The Hilltoppers went 13-3
in the span and led C-USA
for a brief period after defeating then No. 25 Old Dominion
(their first ranked opponent at
home since 1986).
It was not just Fant and Price
lighting up the stat columns.
The team found a sense of self.
Redshirt sophomore guard
Chris Harrison-Docks sustained double-digit numbers
while sophomore Ben Lawson
evolved from a bench player
to one of WKU’s most productive big men.
It was during this stretch
WKU looked like the team to
beat in C-USA. An at-large bid
seemed like a possibility, and
WKU played at a level of basketball that the team will hope
to re-produce this weekend
and later this month.
WKU started February at
home with a win against North
Texas. It was a home loss to
the struggling Rice Owls that
WKU's play began to worsen.
It was the first of four consecutive losses, a feat that had not
occurred since 2011-12.
The Hilltoppers recovered
with two bounce-back wins
at home against FAU and
FIU. In the process, WKU
dropped from first to fourth
in the C-USA standings, saw
their chances of an at-large
bid vanish and the hopes of a
third consecutive 20 win season seemed lost.
The two most recent wins

WKU senior guard T.J. Price (52) dribbles to the lane against Conference USA opponent Rice on Feb.
7, at Diddle Arena. The Hilltoppers would go on to lose to the Owls 72-68 in only their third home
loss of the season. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
give WKU a glimmer of hope.
WKU got back to old habits,
winning a close 71-68 game
against FAU, taking care of
business on Senior Night
against FIU, a game that saw
the trio of seniors (Fant, Price
and Trency Jackson) score 37
points, 14 rebounds, 12 assists
in their final victory at Diddle
Arena.
"Just continue to come to
practice working hard," Jackson said. "We just have to keep

stringing together good days
at practice—good day after
good day. Good day after good
day, and once we do that, we
just feel ourselves getting
better and you feel the confidence and the mood change.
That's WKU basketball."
The Hilltoppers’ next task
will be establishing a road
presence. After three consecutive losses on the road and a
4-7 record away from Diddle
Arena, WKU's final two games

of the season are at Charlotte
and at Old Dominion. The
game against the Monarchs,
who WKU defeated at home
this season 72-65, has the
chance to decide seeding in
the C-USA tournament. With
the top four teams in C-USA
gaining a first round bye, WKU
and Old Dominion will battle
for the final two spots.
WKU’s success has come in
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